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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 2565.0–7 

of the Secretary of the Interior, or his 
authorized representative, and send it 
to the townsite trustee in Alaska. The 
townsite trustee will forward the deed 
to the Area Director of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs who will determine 
whether it should be approved. Where 
the deed is approved it shall be re-
turned by the Area Director, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, through the townsite 
trustee to the vendor. In the event the 
Area Director determines that the deed 
shall not be approved, he shall so in-
form the native possessing the re-
stricted deed, who shall have a right of 
appeal from such finding or decision to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
within sixty days from the date of noti-
fication of such finding or decision. 
The appeal shall be filed with the Area 
Director. Should the Commissioner up-
hold the decision of the Area Director, 
he shall notify the applicant of such 
action, informing him of his right of 
appeal to the Secretary of the Interior. 

§ 2564.6 Application for unrestricted 
deed. 

Any Alaska native who claims and 
occupies a tract of land in a trustee 
townsite and is the owner of land under 
a restricted deed issued under the Act 
of May 25, 1926 (44 Stat. 629; 43 U.S.C. 
732–737) may file an application for an 
unrestricted deed pursuant to the Act 
of February 26, 1948 (62 Stat. 35; 43 
U.S.C. 732–737), with the townsite trust-
ee. The application must be in writing 
and must contain a description of the 
land claimed and information regard-
ing the competency of the applicant. It 
must also contain evidence substan-
tiating the claim and occupancy of the 
applicant, except when the applicant 
has been issued a restricted deed for 
the land. A duplicate copy of the appli-
cation must be submitted by the appli-
cant to the Area Director of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs. 

§ 2564.7 Determination of competency 
or noncompetency; issuance of un-
restricted deed. 

(a) Upon a determination by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs that the appli-
cant is competent to manage his own 
affairs, and in the absence of any con-
flict or other valid objection, the town-
site trustee will issue an unrestricted 

deed to the applicant. Thereafter all 
restrictions as to sale, encumbrance, or 
taxation of the land applied for shall be 
removed, but the said land shall not be 
liable to the satisfaction of any debt, 
except obligations owed to the Federal 
Government, contracted prior to the 
issuance of such deed. Any adverse ac-
tion under this section by the townsite 
trustee shall be subject to appeal to 
the Board of Land Appeals, Office of 
the Secretary, in accordance with part 
4 of 43 CFR Subtitle A. 

(b) In the event the Area Director de-
termines that the applicant is not com-
petent to manage his own affairs, he 
shall so inform the applicant, and such 
applicant shall have a right of appeal 
from such finding or decision to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, within 
60 days from the date of notification of 
such finding or decision. The appeal 
shall be filed with the Area Director. 
Should the Commissioner uphold the 
decision of the Area Director, he shall 
notify the applicant of such action, in-
forming him of his right of appeal to 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) Except as provided in this section, 
the townsite trustee shall not issue 
other than restricted deeds to Indian or 
other Alaska natives. 

(43 U.S.C. 733–735, 737) 

[35 FR 9601, June 13, 1970, as amended at 41 
FR 29122, July 15, 1976] 

Subpart 2565—Non-native 
Townsites 

SOURCE: 35 FR 9601, June 13, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2565.0–3 Authority. 
The entry of public lands in Alaska 

for townsite purposes, by such trustee 
or trustees as may be named by the 
Secretary of the Interior for that pur-
pose, is authorized by section 11 of the 
Act of March 3, 1891 (sec. 11, 26 Stat. 
1099; 43 U.S.C. 732). 

§ 2565.0–7 Cross reference. 
Townsites in Alaska may be reserved 

by the President and sold as provided 
for in sections 2380 and 2381 of the Re-
vised Statutes; 43 U.S.C. 711, 712. The 
regulations governing these townsites 
are contained in §§ 2760.0–3 and 2761.3. 
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